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Reflecting on Your Experience
[bookmark: _GoBack]My emmersion experience was one of the best experiences and educating. The experience actually did change my perception about the community and religion I was investigating. The experience was about the African American Muslims living in the USA and their culture. I learned that despite the negative attitude that these people are accorded, they are one of the best in terms of being friendly and reception. When I went to hold a dialogue with a group of them, at first I was afraid but the way they welcomed me, I was overwhelmed. They were actually ready to share anything that I needed in order to understand them and their culture.
From this experience, I learned that it is important to actually conduct a research concerning anything before making conclusions about it. This is because I have grown up knowing that the Muslims are bad people and that they are generally terrorists. This is actually not the case and the perception and that narrative should actually be eliminated. Islam is a religion and not a terrorist cult as it is associated by many people. I learned that I need to learn about the culture of other people, it is important to conduct a research in form of an interview in that particular community. Involving them will actually make a person to learn more than just what is speculated by other people. Getting information from the community itself is the best solution and approach because one gets firsthand information which is basically primary data. Through the process, I was able to gather all the information about the various aspects of the community I was focusing on. In the same way, the experience taught me that using that process I can get all the information about a community especially culture. The process actually ensures that there is no information that is forgotten since it is systematic and thorough. Through the emersion experience, I have learned much about information gathering techniques which have changed my thought process and ways of doing things while learning about a community culture.
	
